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the owls.* There was nne Liter revival of the nli! religion at Home before the final catastrophe, as we shall see, but it begins to sink in earnest from 394. The chief struggle takes phue henceforth in the provinces, -and we may transfer our attention to Africa once more.
When Theodosius died, his sons were mere children.    Areadius, who ruled  the east, was in his eighteenth   year>  and   I lonnrius  in  his  eleventh. The western empire, therefore, was virtually ruled by the great (iothic general Stilicho, into whose charge   Honorius hud  been  given.    Stilicho was not disposed   to distract  the empire with further religious struggles, and for several year*, the  condition of the pagans was nut very onerous.    In 398, however,  he began  a scries of persecuting measures, and there is reason to think that Augustine had some share in bringing about the unhappy change of policy.     During the few years between his ordination and 398  we find Augustine very little concerned about paganism.    In his sermons he frequently  scolds his congregation for taking part in the pagan festivals, but an the whole he .seems to regard the uld religion as quietly dying. But in 398  he  was alarmed   to   notice  a great animation amongst the pagans.    Some /calot had